
‘Busting the Bands in 
HSC GEOGRAPHY’

Hints and tips to improve results and establish or maintain 
a dominant Geography culture in your school.



OVERVIEW OF 
PRESENTATION

● What is ‘Busting the 

Bands’/Bowerbirds?

● How to build a dominant 

GEO culture that 

attracts talent and 

improves results

● Strategies that improve 

student performance 

(sharing is caring)

● 10 Hints & Tips for 

those new to HSC GEO. 
National Geographic, 2017



My experience..
Building GEO from the ground up

Engadine High School 2011 onwards.

PDHPE to GEO and SOC, 2012 1st HSC 
class and Elective GEO. 

16, 24, 40, 40+....

Invest in Stage 5 programming, 
fieldwork, technology and making 
it contemporary and passionate. 

Upskill Historians (40% of 
teachers teaching GEO are not 
qualified:ACER)

Capitalise on AUS Curriculum



What is ‘Busting the Bands’?
...is the process of implementing techniques and strategies into our 
Geography lessons to move students up into the next Band. This is a 
highly valuable method of boosting the profile of Geography in our 
schools whilst creating a dominant culture that will ultimately boost 
our subject numbers and drive HSC results. 

One of the most effective starting points at EHS was to identify the 
subjects and the relevant subject teachers in our school that have 
scored or continue to score quality results in the HSC. This led to 
whole staff PL sessions termed: ‘Bowerbirds’, where we ran ‘rob the 
nest style/hunting and gathering PL’, where teachers worked 
collaboratively across KLA’s and stole and modified ideas to suit 
their own KLA. We also continue to survey our students… (see Google 
DOC). 



1. Creative and sustained collaborative 

learning..

2. Gamification..

3. Peer Marking, self assessment and feedback..



What is the #1 
BEST form of 

teaching/learning 
that ‘Busts the 
Bands’ for your 

Geography 
students? 

THINK, PAIR, SHARE 









Teach students to master the 
syllabus.. #1

Reduces non-attempts (RAP) and responses which 

are from the wrong syllabus dot point.



SYLLABUS JIGSAW.. 

SPEED DATING



BUILD YOUR STUDENTS CAPACITY TO DECODE 
QUESTIONS and RESPOND CORRECTLY.. 

#2
Deepens responses (5-6 pages), 

forms stronger arguments that 

HIT the directive term.





SELECT EPIC CASE STUDIES.. 

#3

1. ARE YOU PASSIONATE AND HIGHLY KNOWLEDGEABLE? Students will feed off this!

2. DEPTH AND SCOPE WITHIN SYLLABUS? Use it as a checklist

3. DOES TRADITIONAL MANAGEMENT EXIST??

4. ARE THEY DIFFERENT CASE STUDIES & CAN STUDENTS ACCESS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION? 

DEEP KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH!

5. IS FIELDWORK POSSIBLE?

Engages them in meaningful 

learning that CONNECTS!



SPEAK GEOGRAPHY TO 
GEOGRAPHERS..

TOPICS AND SYLLABUS DOT POINTS 

#4 Produces more refined answers 

that are geographical in 

nature and impress markers



KEEP IT CURRENT!
GOOGLE NEWS/ MEDIA RELEASES

PUBLICATIONS/REPORTS
TED TALKS

Social media (facebook, twitter etc)
NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

STUDENT SHOW AND TELL? GOOGLE DOC OR GOOGLE CLASSROOM..
 

#5



Nail students with samples 
(from various grades), past 

papers & timed responses 

 #6
Ranges are important!

Students could rewrite or annotate to ‘bust 

the bands’ in a provided sample..

Reduce exam anxiety.. (train like game day)



USE STATISTICS & EXPLICITLY 
TEACH HOW TO INCORPORATE the 

stimulus where possible..

 #7



CONDUCT FIELDWORK & explicitly teach 
students to refer to this in their 
responses..

 #8
Fitzroy Island 
Observations/measurements:
High coral mortality, algae 
growth, coral rubble and <6m 
visibility (secchi disk). 
Minimal keystone species 
compared to Norman and 
Hastings Reef. 



ECOSYSTEM FUNCTIONING.. 

 

#9



MARK THE HSC..

#10


